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Quinquennial Inspection Report  I   St. Josephôs R.C. Church, Avon Dassett  36-278   I  1     BHB 

 

1.00 Description 

1.01 St. Josephôs Church and Presbytery are prominent in the village, opposite the entrance to 

Bitham Hall whose owner, Joseph Knight, paid for its construction, completed in 1855 

(Fig. 1). 

 

1.02 Works carried out since last Quinquennial Inspection 

St. Josephôs is of brick structure faced in a brown sandstone with steeply pitched, slate or 

concrete tile covered roof on a traditional timber roof structure.  It is in an early neo-gothic 

style with lancet windows, many containing excellent stained glass by John Handman. 

The Church comprises a Nave of four bays and a Chancel with a three lancet east 

window (Fig.2). 

A tower with tall spire rises from the west end of the north elevation, the base of which 

forms the main entrance from the street via the west door. 

The Lady Chapel, on the south side of the Chancel, is entered via the South Transept 

(Fig. 3).  To the south of the Transept is the Sacristy. 

Originally there was an open music gallery above the Sacristy.  This has been walled in to 

form a room which is now integrated into the former Presbytery adjoining the south wall of 

the Sacristy (Plan 1 & Plan 2).  The gallery frontal and form of the removed gallery stair 

can still be seen (Fig. 4). 
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Plan 1 
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Plan 2 
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Fig. 1 

 

Fig. 2 
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Fig. 3 

 

Fig. 4 
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2.00 Condition of Church Interior 

2.01 Nave (in four bays) 

 Timber boarded suspended floor with ventilated void below.  I am informed that there has 

previously been rot and that an area to the east end was replaced a number of years ago.  

The centre aisle is carpeted.  The floor is worn commensurate with age.  The board 

abutting the north wall is rotted in places (Fig. 7) but elsewhere the floor feels firm and 

generally sound.   (Fig.8) shows added post close to the wall plate.  (Fig. 9) shows the 

damp well in contact with timber wall plate. 

 

2.02 West Elevation (Fig. 10) 

 Three lancet windows all filled with Hardman glass.  Much of the lower glass is badly 

faded and at the base of each lancet elements are displaced (Fig. 11).  Glass is soiled 

extensively and tie bars rusting.  Decorations and section of plasterwork deteriorated, 

caused by dampness, below the northern post to the roof truss (Fig. 12).  

 

2.03 North Wall 

 Fine crack above the apex of the arch to the doorway into the tower of no immediate 

structural significance (Fig. 13).  Extensive bubbling of decorations to the west of the 

western lancet window where there is also some deterioration of the stone dressings to 

the west side of this window (Fig. 14).  Fine cracks above the western and central lancet 

windows and some buckling of the stained glass quarries.  Minor damage to the centre 

glazing.  Some fading.  The glass detail to the eastern window which also has broken 

quarries at low level and extensive buckling (Figs. 15 & 16). 

 

2.04 East Wall (Containing the Chancel Arch) 

 Evidence of damp above the entrance to the pulpit (Fig. 17).  Vertical crack through the 

stonework adjacent to the northern reveal of the Chancel Arch.  Crack through the stone 

crossing at the apex of the Chancel Arch (Fig. 18). 

 

2.05 South Elevation (Fig. 19) 

 Some deterioration of decorations and plasterwork at low level.  Stained glass generally 

in good condition though some buckling and slight displacement around the haloed head 

in the western of the three lancet windows.  The ceiling, boarding, rafters, purlins, braces 

and trusses are generally in good condition (Fig. 20). 

 

2.06 Chancel (Fig. 21) 

 Sanctuary with one raised step, timber.  Altar brought forward in the early 1980ôs.  

Section of flooring adjacent to the stairs to the pulpit is very springy and uneven.  

Carpeted, preventing close inspection but with obvious faults. 
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Fig. 7 

 

 

Fig. 8 
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Fig. 9 

 

Fig. 10 
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Fig. 11 

 

Fig. 12 
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Fig. 13 

 

Fig. 14 


